
Currently, Ontario’s health care insurance covers the costs of treating
chronic diseases caused from household food insecurity, including the
costs associated with the endocrinological care of managing and
treating the chronic disease’s associated morbid conditions. 

The proposed research study aims to prove that it’s cheaper to feed the
poor than it is to treat them for chronic diseases caused from not
feeding them. We intend to identify the entire health care cost pathway
by modelling all of the cost stages and ‘cost points’ underlying the
journey patients take to treat and manage diet-related chronic
diseases. Further analysis will examine the treatment’s effectiveness
when it’s applied at the onset of each morbidity progression stage. We
anticipate the true costs of not feeding the poor will be of great interest
to policy makers. 
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Data Extraction Methods
In 2023, Fresh Food Weekly connected with PATTISON Outdoor, a local
marketing company that sells billboard advertising and design services.
This is when we learned about a pretty neat mobility technology that
could be used to identify study participant’s mobility patterns to better
understand influences driving the intervention’s generated health and
social outcomes. 
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https://www.pattisonoutdoor.com/
http://www.freshfoodweekly.com/


Insights in Use 

Location-Based Data

How Advertisers Use It
PATTISON Outdoor works with Pelmorex Corp., a GPS location based data tech
company that enhances location insights for advertisers through billboard advertising
campaigns. Pelmorex uses geo-fencing technology coupled with Weather Network
permission-based app users to gather audience insights [source]. Geo-fences are
installed at site-specific locations to detect nearby GPS-enabled devices. This allows
Pelmorex to extract big data for aggregation, anonymization and actionable
audience insights [source]. 

Here’s a screenshot of some “insights in use” PATTISON sent over. These insights were
derived from data collected between January 1st to 31st, 2020, and highlights the
GPS-enabled cell phone users who drove by the specific billboard located at
Mapleview Dr., E and Huronia Rd in Barrie, Ont., for that month: 

https://www.pattisonoutdoor.com/plus/data-analytics/#:~:text=Pelmorex%20Location%20Insights%20extracts%20detailed,your%20target%20audience%20across%20Canada.
https://www.pelmorexsolutions.com/
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https://www.pelmorexsolutions.com/solutions/


Cross-matching participant insights with real-time
weather data would truly create a novel research
study. 

EXPLORE MORE

https://www.pelmorexsolutions.com/products/
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This map indicates all the public health care complexes in Barrie,
Ontario. Geo-fences could be installed at each health care location
used to diagnose, treat or manage a symptom of chronic diseases
caused by or exacerbated by household food insecurity. 
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Here’s a “heat map” of Leah’s estimated health care and fresh food access
destinations travelled to throughout 2023 (not including travelling for
Fresh Food Weekly operations). This example shows the health care path
for an anemic patient (Leah’s teenage daughter, Niah) who sought
treatment and received a partial fresh food intervention (biweekly
deliveries). 


